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BUSINESS STATISTICS’ 








1955 1954 
eM } 1 rT 
Oct, 22 Oct, 29 Oct, 6 Oct, 13 ct et, 27 
} ; + 
Comma ity orices, wholesale 
ie lg ’ Prrrrrrrrrrrevirirrrrrriree en ee F111.6 115.2 115, 5 15,0 
FOTO SOEUR sc cccccccocccccessececesécuce peostecnelleaes b obvesecs 86.8 88.9 BA. 88,5 86.2 
Foods, PT OCOSSOd... 66. c ce eees nae oa jevadwannall | * 100.7 104, 1 103.5 103,6 103.1 
SS eee icevddooanawe Minas 1 ‘saaexens *119,0 122.9 | i23. 3.1 123.¢ 
22 Commo ites 2/esccuas Cbcbdveccoesnecave soasoecees® 69.5 88.5 t,t WO .6 alt 70,1 
Department STOO SOIOS. cece cece eee eeneneneeeeuuueee do. 135 126 127 i 29 | secceces 
insured unemploywen?, TOTOl. . 6... cece weer eeenneuee eves thOuS.. pe | B62 149 Tae | 4 (pescceose | cescceuce 
State programs. ..ccees Seeoerecseveeeversesescesccens +90... 781 761 874 B62 | sneneens see 
Finance: 
Currency in circul@PVion 3/..ccceceers aud . of dol.. %), 671 %) 498 %),767 | %) , BBO 1,955 %) , 864 
Federe| Reserve bank credit outstending, «+ do, 26, 169 25,747 25,595 25,707 25,81 25, 866 
Member benk reserve belances 3/...... Csebeeoeseooeces do.... 19,119 18,891 18,9355 | 16,929 18, 890 19,137 
Excess reserves, estimmted 5/........ aeseeeese sesenteces 625 458 Sey i 597 571 596 
Feeders! Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:4/ 
Demand deposits, adjusted. ....ccceess ain irae ee mii, of dol, 56,293 57,066 54,915 55,289 5,625 seecece 
Time deposits, except U. 5. Government....... =r =| 21,676 21,700 22,040 22,045 22,029 a0600000 
Loens ond investments (adjusted), fotol.....ccccces BOsecs 85,542 65,571 85,655 85,536 86,066 eecrveces 
5. Government obligotlons, ...ccccececces esscceGBeace | ’,941 % , 922 25,979 25, 732 26, 592 ceseecce 
Commarciel, industrial, and agr. toons (gross)...do.... 25,082 25,124 29,849 | 29,855 9,656 oceccesee 
Reali-estate 100MS (OT OSS) cc ew cece cesereerneeseesIOnens | 8,040 6,049 6,794 | 6,815 8,634 tte eeeee 
Failures, industriel and commercial... ..cccccus oes Mumber., 274 7” 255 | 259 254 267 
fond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/,....,percent.. | 5» 4.380 5.79 5.80 5.81 5.85 
Stock prices, 480 stocks (Stend.4 Poor's) 4/,,1955-398100,, | 05.5 7.0 537.1 340.2 557.9 536.0 
industrials, 420 STOCkS......cceeee sdnensanaes nevvalllvess- 1 349.4 551.0 395.9 598.3 594.6 392.4 
Production 
Bituminous Col B/eccccescccecsecsessthous, Of short tons,, 1,629 | 1,665 1,755 | 1,705 1,747 oseececes 
Electric power, by ut lites. ..ceeeeeeeeee ell, Of kwh. | 10,644 | 10,659 11,342 11,300 11,333 TTT T TT 
Passenger cars and trucks (Ward'S)...ccesecccceeeestumber,, | 165,816 182,581 79,277 91,205 110,206 (34,184 
Petroleum (orude) end condensate 3/.........thous, of bbi,. 6,755 6,750 7,022 6,995 6,997 eccesee 
SCO! B/iccsccccsccecscccccesesessessthous, Of short tons.. | 2,386 2,415 2,506 2,485 2,495 2,491 
Percent Of COPOCITY B/icsscccecccccserenereseseseeveseses | 96.9 #100,0 101.6 100.9 101.4 101.2 
Freight carioadings, Total 6/...cceececeeeeesthous, Of cars,. | 629 | 855 815 | 825 629 seeeee 
MIBCONIANOOUS, ccecceceeesscscenesseneseeees ccccescessGQeece | 416 | 417 1 399 401 oosék 
fictina | | | 
j/ Dete do not slways cover calender weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices, 3/ Osily average, 4/ Wednesday data, 5/ Week beginning October 29, 1956: 
Production, 2,406 thous, short tons; operating rete, 101.0 percent, 6/ Date for 1956 adjusted to revised classificetion of class | railroads, 
® Monthly index for October 1955. # Not comparable with 1956 rates which ere besed on higher capacity. 
MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS 
1955 1956 
ITEM Y 7 
August September June | July | August September 
t + 
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS 
industrial end commercial tailures 
Faellures, POVOl, cccccceseccessesseces Senccepsceoe «.fumber,. BAB A22 1, 105 1,018 1,101 932 
Commercial SOF VICO. cece cee ect ceeeeeeeeeeseeeeseense 90.4.4. 59 | 75 95 a7 De 72 
CONGITUCTION, scccccescsccrssseeseressserenesssesens do, iM | 14 165 141 146 146 
Manufacturing and mining. ...cscccscccerseeccesees 2O0.005] 158 168 183 | 165 195 1 at 
Revels WOO, CFeccececsedssisscesesese TUTTLE ° .d0, ° 4 | 566 551 j 540 567 489 
DE PEE acndctnthasbasckhdnsceevetaneccets Er ee 107 | 99 115 HS 9F 85 
| | | 
Liabilities Courrent), TOTBl. . cc ccc ecccceenn thous * dol... | 56,028 | 55,120 45,015 46,689 55,040 59, 515 
PION BEPC ncscd Keke b 0s dO Cees deer seREeses do, | 1,987 2, 666 5, 588 7,442 4,127 2,058 
COMBITUCTION, . cece cece eneuneuns TYTTTTTTTTTiTi TT e8Occce | 9,665 4,2%6 6,598 7,488 7,507 7,640 
Manufacturing and mining. ...csce. Sbedoorcoondvosese «4 ae 10, 102 10,798 10,684 9,005 17,828 9,54 
Retell WOESscecceccessccves spedeebee wesnoncead GOe0e | 10,024 8,255 12,812 | 11,945 14,772 15,656 
Wholesale trad@.... ccc ccccuse evecveeeseecescosoesese a ° 4,252 7,147 7, 531 12,809 B06 4,22¢ 
COMMODITY PRICE 
Consumer price index, ell ifeme.,...cccccccuues 1947-498100., 114.5 114.9 116.2 117.0 116, 1/i7.t 
AMPOT@l.. ccc cccnee ‘ . Ceeeeecsscosccnese «+f ee | 105,4 104.6 104.8 105.5 105.5 106.5 
FOOG. wccccceveses . eteves PTTTTITITITTTITi TTT te d0.... bbt.2 ifi.6 115.2 114. cee 13.1 
DOITy PFODUCTE ccc cccseceeesees PTULTTOLILiLe cocevees do. 105.7 106.5 107.7 108.7 109.2 109.8 
Fruifs G00 vegeten les... .ccceccccuvecevecuesseseees d it.3 110.2 i31.4 135.2 IZ 7 114.8 
Meats, poultry, and TISM.....eeeees sauaot 102.9 103.4 gn 99,3 % 101.3 
MOUS INQscescccscecsesssenceseses COSC e eee seeeseeeeses a es 20, | 120.4 121.4 21. 122. 122.5 
SOS GAS SISOS Si TVs ccessccsseveire heeeseneesueas orale .| 110.8 | rit.2 tit.? it 112.2 
MOVOOTUPRIGRINES sc cccccsocsececrescocecceccocececes do. 105.2 103.6 102.8 102 .¢ 103.3 
ROM .ccccscececes Ceereeseceseseceses Secevcers ee .d ot 130.5 130.5 135.2 133, 133.4 
EN BPG ans 1 5s scerchorceveonesnossecesccvanes a) | 128 128 132.7 33,5 134 
oo A i errr ry TT eee TTT Tre TT Tt Te err i] 15, 116,¢ 1iy.9 120, 1 20,5 120,* 
Reading ond recreation,.... ieedenenes 5useeucesoul 106, 5 106.7 107.6 107.7 107. 108.4 
SUMED VRC TOMecochccdenceccdeceosoreceencerececesave 6 125.4 1275.3 1276.6 127.7 i?n.* 128.6 
Other goods o wr ‘ Senssevesess WETTTTiviriritTyT Ty do, 120.4 120,€ 121.8 22.3 122.) 122.7 
Purchasing power ¢ the dollar as wwesured by : 
Wholes@le pricas...ccccesses TEETTTT LTT . 194 7~-49e 10K 9,2 ag." 87.6 87.7 rA?.7 2/86.7 
PONS OF IER co cerecccccaccsscceseeoccceseneceeseees S a7.5 #7.0 86,1 85.* as ¢ 2/85.4 
Retail food orices...... a TTTTIVITTTTiT Titre yy A a9.9 | 89.6 84,5 87,1 AA. 4 2 Be. 4 
L/ Revised, J/ Index based on 1935-396/00 is 195.8, 2/ Indexes based 1955-398100 are as follows: Measured by--wholesele prices 
45,4; consumer prices, 5i.1; retell food, 43.8, d 














MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 3 























1955 1956 
1TEM i | T | 
| August | September June | ity August | September 
t | | 
COMMODITY PRICES - Continued | 
Wholesele prices of selected commodities | | 

Wheet fiour, short patents (Minn,)..dol. per 100 Ib, sack... 6.1590 | 6.225 6,195 6,510 r6.040 po, 045 

Calves, veaiers (Chicago)....... pedabend ..dol, per 100 Ib., 23.00 | 24,00 22.50 22. 25,50 21.00 

Lumber 
Douglas tir,const,,No, |, 2” « 4", R.L..dol.per M bd. f*,. 49,173 | 89, 320 69.174 68,206 r86.773 p85 .08! 
Southern pine, boards, No.2, com, §" « 6", BR. bee eGOcees 7A, 922 80,155 81, a9! A2 425 rei .em psi. ane 
Ponderose pine, boards, No. 5, common, |" » B".....00.... 80.76 | 80,74 2.21 79,80 r77.w” 77.” 

Pig iror | 
Beste (hur aSen) ccccccvccsescses eeeeeesedOl, per long ton.. 58.50 56.50 60,00 60,00 62,50 p62.50 
Foundry, MO. 2, NOFENET As cccoccocscceccocoses sat Dives 59,00 59,00 60,50 635,00 65,00 p65,00 

Stee! | 
Structural shapes (carbon), f.0.b, mill.....dol. per Ib.. | 0487 .0487 .0487 .0487 0s? 9.0527 
Scrap, No,|,heavy melting (Pittsburgh).dol.per long ton.. 44.50 45.9% “4.80 44.0 54,00 956,90 

Cos!, bituminous: 

Screenings, Indust. use, f.0,b,. car at mine | 
dol, per short ton. 4.40% 4.737 5,057 5,051 5.083 95. O88 
Lerge domestic sizes, f.0.0, Cor Of MIN@,..cceceee sDeees 6.73% 7, 104 6,755 6,795 r6.%7 p7.i29 
Gasoline, regular grade (New York).......+...d0l, per gel.. ~125 125 - 125 125 125 p.t25 
Petroleum, crude (Ok lshoma-Kansas). at welis.dol, per bbi.. 2.82 2.82 2,62 2,82 2.82 p2 82 
DOMESTIC TRADE 
Printers’ ink advertising index, adjusted: 

Combined index...... pucceebecescecesesreccces teats 190 187 192 204 S00 1 scvseses 
BUSIN@SS POPOTS.. ccc sccscccccccecereesesesesseeeeeedOs ees 177 182 iat iB 1A2 eesesess 
MOQOZ INOS. ceccccerrececcecssescccesssesessessesesseWeees 149 149 152 161 te 8) seescese 
NOWSPEPET Se cccccccccecccccsccvccccccosccosccccceeesGOeces 199 188 165 202 207 eeccvces 
OUPGOS .ccccccesccccosccccccccccocccoceocoooscoeoseGecce (44 175 157 152 155 eosseese 
Radio (network). .ccccoccscccccccecsccescocccossesseeGOcces 46 4i we 35 42 eceveece 
Television (network). ..cccccccccccsccccceces | 90-520100., 516 312 357 w2 44? Seb 0eebs 

CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS 
Organic chemicals, production: 

Acetic acid (snythetic and netural).......e..thous, of Ib,, 44,647 47,421 46,410 44,480 47,922 PTT TIT 

Acetic anhyEr Is, sccccccovcccesccesessovccsoseescececE@cccs 69,499 66,299 74,232 73,797 72,202 eeerceee 

Acetyisalicytic acid (aspirin).....ccccccccececccocerGeces 912 716 1,751 1,271 1,046 eececcee 

CreaSote Oi lesssececesccscccccescesescessees thous, Of gal,. 11,567 9,807 10,637 1/5, 370 9,100 cacccsce 

DOT....- coreccccvccoccceccooccesooccoccoooscs ct NOUS, CF I0,. 11,277 10, 190 12,100 11,927 12,1%8 eeceeeee 

Ethy! acetate (B59)... .ccccccccecccesccescccscescecesdOeess 7,726 7,765 5,8 6,7% 6,41 PrTTTity 

Ethylene glycol....... ecncosucvecossessssvoseescosseet cess 86,965 84,885 65,686 72,265 A449 eeeeteee 

Formaldehyde (S578 HCHO). .cccscsccscccccsscescesecces edness 93,912 97,092 112,656 66,14 108,912 eceveses 

Methano!: | 
Natural (1008). .....cscceccccesccccccseceetbous, of gal,, 187 190 194 200 | ey 
teats CIs icccasccscasspesscvnsccdesccaccnceultices 17,465 17,590 19, 386 19,054 | 18D 1 cccsesas 

Phthalic anhydride,...... sevcccesccsccceseccsthous, Of Ib, 29,75 30,414 22,919 24,965 | 24,143 | ceseeees 

Synthetic plastics and resin materials, production: | 

Cellulose ecetate and mixed ester plastics: | 
Smeets, TOdS, OND TUDES, .ccscccescessssseesthous, Of ID,, 5,390 4,012 4,055 2,555 5,Al4 eeeeeete 
Molding end extrusion meterials,........ soseescocesO@sece 7,641 4,728 7,2%4 5,877 | 7,” peesesee 

Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, Od TubeS.......ceeeceesIOeees 4i5 6 447 Ma G45 | cccccces 

Other cellulose plastics...... puniivdatnienecesendaeed 352 40 407 370 | OS 1 kcaes ; 

“* Phenolic and other tar acid resinsS,...cscesees seseved d0.... 39,087 42,221 40,607 $1,207 | 57, 426 eesesees 

PONYSTYT ONO, cece ec esccees ewesseoseesee §600sees eereeedO 4t,i44 50, 4 44,025 41,277 | 44, 28H dotedvec 

Ure@® Ond T@IOMING TESING...cccecccccccesesseresesesesdOeees 22,416 24,280 25,085 15,Wl 20,978 | ceccsces 

Viny! resins......6.. semiae shdecsecraeckensscervedavelenes 57,022 0, 968 54,796 49,751 | 57,051 | ..eeee . 

Althyd resinS...ccceseecces TIITTTITITILITTTriririii ttle 35 , BAG %, 700 29,645 25,730 BO,481 | ccocessce 

Rosin modi FicaTiOnS.....cccsseceees TETTTITITiTittiti te 10,767 12,148 10,544 4,779 1,201 TrTttit 

FOODSTUFFS | 
Corn, Grindings, wet ProCeSS...ccccecececsseees thous, of bu.. 12,541 11, a 11,099 i,” | 12,094 11,475 
Meets, production, TofAl......ccceese oe ear | ke Oe 1,A97 1,977 1,865 1,653 | 1,083 1,A52 

Beef and veol.......seeees socvececeveccocscecsthOs, OF %,. 1,032,932 1,021,504 1,001, 765 1,020,822 | 1,075,995 931,129 

Lamb end mutton... ......6- PTTTITTTTITITTTTTT TTT TTT TTT 54,%45 5A, 142 46,211 50,571 | 55,246 1,9) 

Pork, including lard...... Cecvccvecsceses TTT TTiTe 0 BO. ce A09 , 765 096,472 217,521 761,561 | n01,476 RAD, 556 
LAP O  conccovetessocese WITTTITITITIITTi tii tir 149,419 159,549 159,086 149,005 150,261 154,742 

Coffee, visible supply, United States........thous, of begs... $27 521 #72 wi | agi 1,05 
LEATHER AND PRODUCTS 
Leather production 

Colt ONG Kip.scccsccccsccsesscsccsessccsest nus, Of Skins,, avi “27 OA4 4% ei ee 

PCS Riv vciccusveceavscioverac seeeees thous, of nides,, | 2,210 | 2,158 2,076 | 1,7 A SD Gee Tea 

Goat Od Kid, .cccesceess crcecccescccccoses thous, Of Shins., | 2,008 2,1 2,061 1,797 2,008 | coescose 

Sheep ONd 1OMD...cccsscce seercerecerssescesserereseesOOsess | 7,5 7,130 2,109 1,777 7,578 eessoce ° 

Shoes and slippers, production, totel....... thous, of peirs.. 54,115 50,610 44,416 42,158 54,647 44,5°9 

Shoes, sandals, and play shoes, exc.,athietic, toteal,.do, 46,69) | 42,767 4,75! es 46,409 57, 189 
ae 5 eee Guvekendeansees pzennete sdascinadenmemiiedes. | 9,316 | 9,127 8,091 7,518 9,819 8,169 
Youtns’ and boyS'.....00. TTTTTTTITTTiTiTy covsevesEOccns | 1,997 1,857 1,561 1,567 1,8 1,622 
WOMON "Si csceere snvedewsdaasene Sreuasiaeanas ' wdiicce | 26,246 | 23,622 21,495 | 20,689 25,000 19,731 
Misses’ and children's...cscceceee cevevoccorcese o++90..45 6,074 | 5,225 5,056 4,700 6,100 5,029 
infants’ end bebles’...cccccseccscs eccecosoeccoses eFO.eee 3,058 27,94 2,548 2, 182 2,952 27,6” 

Slippers for NouS@weeS ..ccccccccccccecccsecs A Ae 6,46! 7,245 4,987 4,573 7,792 6,00 

ATNIOTICL .ccceecesecens cveveeeee eresesecsees ceveereeeDOreee | 6 | AB 457 Me | 578 476 

Other tootweer ...cccececesveses Bs faethe aaa ol 577 | 210 221 375 | va saa 


r/ Revised, p/ Preliminary. 1/ Incomplete; see note on corresponding item in the October 1956 Survey, 














MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 


METALS AND MANUFACTURES 


Machine tools (metal-cutting types) 


New orders (net), total 
Domest iCrccsccescess 
Shipments, Totel..... 


Estimeted backiog.. 
vacuum Cleaners, stenderd type, 
Woshers, domestic, seles.. 
Radio sets, production I/.. 


Television sets (incl, combination), 


soles billed.. 


PAPER AND PRINTING 


Paper, exciuding building paper, 


Orders, new 2/..... 
Orders, untilled, end o 


Shipments 2/....0+. ° 

Stocks, end of month 2/.. 
Fine paper : 

Orders, new.... 

Orders, unfilled, end o 

Production 

Shipments... 

Stocks, end of month 
Printing paper 

Orders, new, 


newsprint, 


Orders, untilled, end of montr 


ProduCt ion. ..ccec-~ 

Shipments... . 

Stocks, end of month, 
Coarse paper : 

Orders, new... 


Orders, untilled, end of montr 


production | 




















September 








end peperboerd 
¢ shor? fors.. 





r827.6 
r915.0 
ro3e.t 
r794,4 
r 397.8 


rii9,o 
r 145.6 
rii8.5 
rii9.t 
r96.0 


ri 
r536.4 
r331.2 
r3%0.9 
r 159.4 


r 300.7 
riei.5 
r295.1 


eee ewee 


Production... 
Shipments... 
Stocks, end of month 
Newsprint, Canade (including Newfoundland) : 
Productlon...... eescecese 
Se. CE Wr Sin cvccecd oe unde ceddccicevecevenes 7d 
Stocks, of mills, end of montr 
Newsprint, United Stotes: 
Consumption by publishers 
Production. .cesess 
Shipments trom mills..... 
Stocks, end of month: 
At milis.... 
At publishers..... 
in transit to publishers, 


r293,8 
rA6.4 eoveeces 
514.0 
528.7 
116.5 


532.5 
545.1 
122.2 


4M.9 
140.6 
i4i.i 


388.6 
138.5 
137.5 


8,0 
513.0 
111,86 


7.7 
449.8 
102.5 
STONE, CLAY, AND GLASS PRODUCTS 
Gless containers: 
Production.,... sannteeee 10" 13,340 
SN aiahisacdaenabicenseson ‘ +: aes | 


__Stocks, end of month........ see 13,263 


13, 162 
10, 331 
13, 162 


12,203 
11, 150 
16,518 


13,290 
15,759 
13,685 


11,441 
11,289 
13,040 


12,606 
11,971 
15,917 


























r/ Revised, p/ Pretiminary. |/ Oete for September 1955 and June end September 1956 cover 5 weeks; other months, 4 seeks. 2/ Beginning 


1956, excludes estimates for tissue paper. 
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